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Remarks 

To expedite prosecution, Applicants have amended claim 1 to one preferred embodiment, 
namely, to a method that incorporates the subject matter of original claims 5 and 6. The 
Applicants have filrther amended claim one to encompass the preferred inflammatory diseases 
rheumatoid arthritis, ulcerative colitis or Crohn's disease, subject matter as claimed in claim 42. 
Support for this amendment can be found throughout the specification and the claims as 
originally filed. Accordingly, no new matter has been introduced by the virtue of this 
amendments and their entry is respectfully requested. Claims 5, 6, 7, and 41-42 have been 
cancelled without prejudice to comply with the amendment. The Applicants reserve the right to 
continue prosecution of any cancelled subject matter in continuation and/or divisional 
applications. 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1, 5-7, and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. The 
Examiner argued that the specification, while being enabling for a method of using !L-lF7b, IL- 
1 8R, and DL-18BP, in a method for treating rheumatoid arthritis, ulcerative colitis, or Crohn's 
disease, does. not reasonably provide enablement for the subject matter as claimed. 

Applicants respectfully disagree. However, to expedite prosecution, Applicants have 
amended claim 1 to a preferred embodiment as described, supra. As stated above, the Examiner 
has already acknowledged that this embodiment is enabled. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the rejection based on alleged non-enablement under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first 
paragraph, has been rendered moot and should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1, 5-7, and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
allegedly failing to comply with the written description requirement. 

Applicants respectfully disagree. However, to expedite prosecution, Applicants have 
amended claim 1 to a preferred embodiment as described, supra. The specific diseases listed in 
claim 1 have been described in the specification and in the original claims. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the written description rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, 
has been rendered moot and should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, also as 
allegedly failing to comply with the written description requirement because the disclosure 
allegedly fails to adequately describe a "signaling chain." 
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While the Applicants respectfully disagree, to expedite prosecution of a preferred 
embodiment, the Applicants have amended claim 1 as described, supra. Accordingly, the 
Applicants respectfully submit that the written description rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first 
paragraph, has been rendered moot and should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
allegedly being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention, is maintained for the reasons of record and the 
reasons set forth herein. Claim 6 recites the method of claim 1, wherein the cytokine-1 binds to 
the signaling chain of the cytokine-2 receptor. The Examiner argued that the disclosure fails to 
teach what a "signaling chain" is or where it could be found on any given cytokine-2 receptor. 
The metes and bounds of a "signaling chain" are not disclosed. 

While the Applicants respectfully disagree, to expedite prosecution of a preferred 
embodiment, the Applicants have amended claim 1 as described, supra. Accordingly, the 
Applicants respectfully submit that the written description rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, has been rendered moot and should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner rejected claims 41 and 42 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as 
allegedly not complying with the enablement requirement. The Examiner stated that because the 
specification would be being enabling for a method of coadministering IL-lF7b and IL-18BP, in 
a method for treating IL-1 8R induced rheumatoid arthritis, ulcerative colitis, or Crohn's disease, 
does not reasonably provide enablement for the method of coadministering IL-lF7b and IL- 
18BP, in a method for treating IL-18R induced generic inflammatory disease. 

The Applicants respectfully disagree. However, to expedite prosecution, claims 41 and 
42 have been cancelled. 

Accordingly, the Applicants respectfully submit that the non-enablement rejection under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, of claims 41 and 42 has been rendered moot and should be 
withdrawn. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge fee deficiencies or credit overpayments 
associated with this submission to the NIXON PEABODY LLP Deposit Account No. 50-0850. 
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In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that all 
claims are in condition for allowance. At minimum, the amendments will reduce issues on 
Appeal. Early and favorable action is respectfully requested. 



Date: June 12, 2007 Respectfully submitted; 




David S. Resnick (Reg. No. 34,235) 
Leena H. Karttunen (Reg. No. 60,335) 
NIXON PEABODY LLP 



100 Summer Street 
Boston, MA 02 110 
Tel: (617)345-6057 
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